
Dr Ben Garlick Curriculum Vitae 2017 

 1 

Dr Ben Garlick 
School of Humanities, Philosophy & Religion, York St John University, Lord Mayor’s Walk, York, 
YO30 7EX. 
Email: b.garlick@yorksj.ac.uk 
 

 

I am a human geographer with interests in the cultural geographies of human-nature 
relations. An enduring theme of my work concerns the ways in which humans become 
involved in, and pursue knowledge about, the changing environments of and conditions for 
nonhuman life. Via a focus on histories of environmental science and conservation I explore 
the ways by which humans and animals produce spaces and knowledge through 
relationships with, or against, each other. I look at how environments are organised 
collaboratively to promote some life forms over others, and to enable particular ways of 
knowing or communicating with other creatures. I inform my analysis by way of an 
interdisciplinary theoretical approach reflecting an engagement with the environmental 
humanities. A methodological affinity for sites and stories has seen me deploy a broad suite 
of qualitative methods including: archival research, interviews, oral histories and field 
observation. I am passionate about and experienced in delivering research-led teaching.  

Employment 

Jan 2017 – 
present 

Lecturer in Human Geography, School of Humanities, Religion and 
Philosophy, York St John University. 
Employed to manage and support the delivery of undergraduate Geography teaching 
across all relevant degree streams. I am module coordinator for the courses ‘Tourism 
Geographies’, ‘Culture and Landscape’ and ‘Fieldwork Studies in Human 
Geography’ as well as supporting teaching on numerous other modules. I am a 
dissertation supervisor and a personal tutor, delivering both pastoral and research-
oriented support. 
 

Jan 2012 – 
Jan 2017 

Tutor & Demonstrator, School of Geosciences, University of Edinburgh 
 I was involved in the design and delivery of a variety of UG and PG taught course 
elements including: tutorials, practical and class-based sessions, guest lectures, 
residential and non-residential field trips, assessment and feedback. 

Education 

2017 - present Postgraduate Certification in Academic Practice (with HEA Fellowship) 
Academic teaching qualification, presently being undertaken. 

2012 – 2016 PhD Human Geography [ESRC funded, 1+3], University of Edinburgh.  
Title: Osprey Involvements: historical animal geographies of extinction and return. 

2011 – 2012 MScR Human Geography [Distinction], University of Edinburgh. 
2007 – 2010 BA Geography [1st] Queens’ College, University of Cambridge. 

Research Skills and Experience 

• Successfully completed and defended an independent PhD project, coordinated and 
carried out over a period of four years. 

• Successfully published and submitted for publication single author academic articles 
arising from both independent PhD research and side-projects. 

• Previously employed to transcribe audio-archival data and compile academic 
literature searches. 
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• Involved facilitating public focus groups as part of the EU funded OPERAs project to 
explore the impacts of environmental change on ecosystem services in the Inner 
Forth estuary, Scotland. 

• A practised and professional qualitative interviewer, including conducting field 
interviews, collecting oral histories, and engaging with stakeholders outside the 
academy. 

• Capable of organising and synthesising a large amount of data from multiple sources. 
• Excellent written and verbal communication skills that have enabled the presentation 

of research findings in an accessible and stimulating manner to both academic and 
non-academic audiences, and NGO stakeholders. 

• Regularly seeking out CPD opportunities to enhance research skills and practice 
including the use of mapping software, writing for research and data management. 

Publications 

• Garlick B (2015) “Not all dogs go to heaven, some go to Battersea: sharing suffering 
and the Brown Dog Affair” Social & Cultural Geography 16(7): 798-820.   

• Garlick B (submitted July 2017) ‘Cultural geographies of extinction: animal culture 
amidst Scottish ospreys’ to Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers. 

 
Book reviews 
• Garlick B (2014) “The Rutland Water Ospreys by MacKrill T, Appleton T & Macintyre 

H” Scottish Birds 33(4): 345. 
• Garlick B and Ginn F (2016) “Book Review: Flight Ways: Life and Loss at the Edge of 

Extinction by Thom van Dooren” Progress in Human Geography 40(1): 149-150. 

Conference Papers and Seminars 

• “Not all dogs go to heaven, some go to Battersea: remembering the Brown Dog in 
Battersea Park, London, and the expression of shared suffering”, More-than-human 
geographies: from accommodation to conflict and killing, RGS-IBG Annual Conference 
(July 2012; the University of Edinburgh). 

• “STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL: protecting the ospreys of Speyside, 1958-59”, New and 
Emerging Research in Historical Geography, RGS-IBG Annual Conference (28th August 
2013; The Royal Geographical Society, Kensington Gore, London). 

• “Standardized seeing: logging osprey behavior at Loch Garten, Speyside, from 1970 
onwards”, Research Institute of Geography & the Lived Environment’s ‘3 Minute 
Papers’ seminar, University of Edinburgh (19th June 2014; the University of 
Edinburgh) 

• “Confidence building: a historical geography of nesting and ospreys on Speyside”, 
Historical Animal Geographies: Tracking Traces in the Archive, RGS-IBG Annual 
Conference (28th August 2014). Also co-convener of this session. 

• “Narrating extinction: mourning the ospreys of Loch an Eilean”, postgraduate 
historical geography symposium ‘Narrating Archives’, Edinburgh University (11th 
March 2015). 

• “Narrating extinction: mourning the ospreys of Loch an Eilean”, Historical Animal 
Geographies, AAG Annual Conference (23rd April 2015; Chicago MI). 

• “Standardising beastliness: logging osprey behaviour at Loch Garten and the 
negotiated production of the animal archive, 1957-1980”, Beastly Pasts and Places, 
International Conference of Historical Geography (7thJuly 2015). 
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• “The ethical entanglements of re-wilding the skies: osprey nest-building in Scotland”, 
Ecological Restoration in the Anthropocene, RGS-IBG Annual Conference (2nd August 
2015). 

• “The empty castle: ospreys, geography and extinction”, Edinburgh Environmental 
Humanities Network workshop ‘Unexpected Encounters with Deep Time: Haunting’ 
(20th April 2016). 

• “Awkward biopolitics: ospreys, pesticides and conservation biosecurity on Speyside, 
1963-1968”, Cambridge University Geography Department’s seminar series (20th 
October 2016). 

• “The geographies of extinction” Geographies of extinction: exploring the spatio-
temporal relations of species and death, RGS-IBG Annual Conference (31st August 
2017). Presenter, panelist and co-convener of this session. 

Awards and Grants 

• RGS-IBG Historical Geography Research Group Postgraduate Bursary (June, 2015) –  
£70. 

• The Geography Centenary Fund, University of Edinburgh for additional funds 
towards MSc and PhD fieldwork costs – £300 (2012), £450 (2014). 

• The Catherine MacKitchan Trust for Scottish historical research (June 2012) – £250. 
• Economic and Social Research Council, fully funded 1+3 research postgraduate 

studentship (April 2011). 
• Queens’ College, University of Cambridge, Subject Prize in Geography (June 2010) –  

£50. 

Academic Events and Networks 

• Established the York Environmental Humanities Network (May 2017). 
• Human Geography Writing Workshop (staff and postgraduate attendance) 

(December 2015). 
• ‘Between Apes and Angels’ Conference, University of Edinburgh – part of the 

organising and running team for this conference on animal history (December, 2014). 
• ‘Historical Animal Geographies: Tracking Traces in the Archive’ – co-convenor of 

two conference sessions, RGS-IBG Annual Conference (August, 2014). 
• The 23rd Annual Edinburgh Geosciences Gradschool Postgraduate Research 

Conference, North Berwick – helped organise this 3-day residential conference 
showcasing postgraduate research in Geosciences (January, 2014). 

• Open days (Various) – assisting in student open days at Edinburgh and Cambridge. 
• Member of the Historical Geography Research Group. 

Relevant Administrative and Additional Experience 

• Administering and allocating workspace for some 70 postgraduate researchers in the 
Institute of Geography at Edinburgh (2013-2014).  

• Held a variety of committee positions at Edinburgh between 2013-2015 including 
those concerned with research ethics, research institute business, PGR training and 
support, and organising the Geosciences postgraduate student conference and social 
events. 

• I have been involved in organising and running open days since my time as Access 
and Academic officer at Queens’ College, Cambridge, and currently assist in these at 
York St John. 
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• Experience as a focus group facilitator as part of the EU OPERAS funded Inner Forth 
wetland restoration consultation (2015) and as a voluntary administrative assistance 
in data protection with the National Trust for Scotland (2011). 

Teaching Experience 

• Nominated for a University of Edinburgh Teaching Award in 2013. 
• Teaching and assessing on over 17 different human geography courses across two 

institutions, covering: landscape, urban geography, social and cultural geography, 
environmental ethics, animal studies, nature conservation, fieldwork skills, research 
methods and design, tourism studies and the nature of geographical thought.  

• Use of a range of teaching formats including: lectures, seminars, tutorials, workshops, 
residential/non-residential fieldtrips (UK and abroad), cinema days, walking tours, 
IT practical and poster sessions.  

• Experienced as a dissertation supervisor and academic personal tutor. 
• Regularly seeking out training and CPD opportunities to enhance teaching practice. 

Further Teaching Involvement 
Since July 2012 I have been variously involved in organising and delivering to following: 

• York St John Visit Day Taster Sessions (2017) on landscape in cultural geography. 
• PhD Social Media Training Workshop (2016) for first-year PhD students. 
• Research Design for MSc Dissertations (2015) 
• An Introductory Course for Tutors and Demonstrators in Geoscience (2013-2015) 

introducing new postgraduates to university teaching. 
• Lothian Equal Access Programme Summer-school (LEAPS) (2012-2013) course lecturer 

and fieldwork leader, delivering and assessing content on landscape and nature for 
prospective undergraduates from families without a history of higher education 
attendance.  

References  

Available on request. 
 
 
	


